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NC Community Action Association launches ‘first-of-its-kind’ think tanks to 
explore solutions to social determinants of health barriers 
RALEIGH, NC (March 23, 2021)—The North Carolina Community Action Association (NCCAA) 
will launch a series of community-wide think tank groups focused on eliminating obstacles to 
the social determinants of health (SDOH).  

The new initiative will engage with partners across the business, nonprofit and civic sectors to 
identify solutions to nutrition, housing, transportation, interpersonal violence and other SDOH 
issues affecting North Carolinians living in or below the poverty level. “The opportunity to 
partner with some of the state’s most committed experts to address SDOH concerns is a 
privilege,” said Executive Director Sharon C. Goodson, NCCAA. “Our goal is to leverage data and 
insights, coupled with the participation of local agencies who can provide actionable solutions 
to these insights, to address these critical needs.” 

NCCAA will work with members of its network of community action agencies to implement and 
manage the four think tank groups, whose goals are to improve community-driven health 
outcomes in a seven county-region. Each group will deliver creative and innovative strategies 
for the development of pilot programs that can be replicated in other communities.  

On March 16, Goldsboro-based Wayne Action Group for Economic Solvency, Inc. (WAGES) 
hosted the first think-tank sessions on education and toxic stress. The group will meet again in 
April. On Thursday, March 25, Action Pathways, the community action agency that serves 
Cumberland County and operates the Second Harvest Food Bank, will host a session, 
connecting stakeholders from Cumberland and Sampson counties in a discussion on food 
insecurity challenges.  

The transportation-related think-tank group, spearheaded by the Southeastern Community 
Action Partnership headquartered in Lumberton, will hold its first session on Tuesday, April 13. 
The final think-tank group, hosted by Smithfield-based, Johnston-Lee-Harnett Community 
Action, Inc., will meet later this spring to discuss local housing issues. 
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The NCCAA SDOH think tank program is funded by the North Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO). “We are extremely grateful to OEO 
for partnering with us to help eliminate poverty in North Carolina,” said Goodson. “Community 
action agencies play a critical role in providing the community-based support vulnerable 
populations need. The formation of these think tanks reflects their continued commitment to 
addressing societal ills on a much wider level.” 

# # # # 

About the North Carolina Community Action Association 
The North Carolina Community Action Association is a member organization providing North 
Carolina’s community action agencies with the resources to help improve living conditions and 
deliver opportunities to the state’s most vulnerable families. Founded in 1965, we offer 
technical assistance, training, and other resources to aid our members in fighting poverty in 
their local communities. Our goal is to help stabilize and help provide self-sufficiency to families 
in crisis. For more information about the North Carolina Community Action Association, please 
visit our website at www.nccaa.net. 
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